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who are not Sinn Feiners, though the bulk of Irish
workers are with us. Sinn Fein is composed of both
Labour and Capital, mostly of course Labour, but
there are some ' rotten ' capitalists in it. They would
use S.F. to damage Labour if they could and to boost
themselves. The Unionist and Redmondite crowd would
in their turn use Labour to bust S.F., and Carson
would use each to break up the other ! So far, Labour
and S.F. have acted loyally towards each other. Their
disagreements have been open and without any spleen,
and as long as they continue to do so, they will both
be for the good of Ireland.
All sorts of mysterious people are trying to make
mischief in a very clever way : sometimes by getting
a Trades Union to believe that S.F. is anti-Labour,
sometimes by declaring that S.F. is Bolshevism ! but
so far it has not mattered. It is a bit difficult to side-
track Irish people and we just go ahead. I belong to
both organisations, for my conception of a free Ireland
is economic as well as political.: some agree with me,
some don't, but it's not a sore point. Easter Week
comrades don't fall out: they laugh and chafE and
disagree. It annoys the enemy considerably. Of
course no Labour leader would get in in place of a
present S.F. member unless he forswore Westminster.
It's so obvious that I don't think anyone would try.
I feel equally sure that any Labour man who pledged
himself to abstention would be accepted by S.F. in a
Labour constituency and not opposed. S.F. is not a
solid, cast-iron thing like English parties. It is just a
jumble of people of ail classes, creeds, and opinions, who
are all ready to suffer and die for Ireland, and as long
as it remains that, there is nothing to fear from Labour.
I enclose a funny cutting from the D.H. in case you
did not see it. You know the author. I simply roared
over it and would like to congratulate E. S. It would